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are seen, to use a simple simile, only in black and
white, sacrificing consciously or unconsciously all
the finer shades of opinion.
Such collective thoughtlessness can be observed
on investigating the events in Spain. Civil war
has been raging for more than two years, south of
the Pyrenees and world opinion still accepts catch-
words invented by one side or the other at the
beginning of the straggle. For some Madrid and
Barcelona represent the symbols of the reddest
Bolshevism and in the light of National Socialist
slogans, only the cruel acts of terrorism committed
by the Spanish left wing are remembered. Im-
portant factors such as traditional Spanish regional-
isms vehement animosity on the part of the Basques
and Catalans for the Castilians, a natural tendency
of the Spanish people towards anarchism and their
deep-rooted hatred of centralism and dictatorship
are usually overlooked Others see in so-called
Nationalist Spain the playground of Fascism in
its most brutal form; a domain of the most
readdonairy dictatorship which strives to suppress
the legitimate desire for liberty In the Spanish
people by force and terrorism.
They look upon the leader of the Nationalist army,
General Franco, as upon a ruthless bandit who has
no hesitation in employing the most brutal methods
to serve his greed for personal power and to sub-
ject the whole Spanish people to Ms rale; they
Mm a traitor who has no qualms about